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Cornell University, PhD candidate, Department of Development Sociology. 



Dissertation: “Mobilizing a Frontier: Dien Bien Phu and the Making of Vietnam”

   
Exam fields: 
State, Economy, and Society     
Shelley Feldman, chair   






Development Sociology

Phil McMichael






Environmental Sociology

Max Pfeffer






Southeast Asian History

Eric Tagliacozzo


Planned defense date: November 2010.

Master of Science. August, 2004.
Thesis: “Seasons of Sorrow, Cycles of Change: Subsistence and Crisis in Upland 
Sumba, Indonesia”

Yale University, School of Forestry and Environmental Studies (F&ES). 

Master of Environmental Science (MESc). Concentration in Social Ecology. May, 2001. 

Thesis: “Conflicting Interpretations of Calamity: El Niño Drought and Economic Shock”


Cornell University, College of Arts and Sciences.


                 
     

   
Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude. May, 1997.

Double major, College Scholar (Independent Major / Honors Program) and Asian Studies.

Honors Thesis: “Living on the Edge: Forest Margin Communities and Alas Purwo National 



Park”

Study abroad, Council on International Educational Exchange, Malang, Indonesia. Spring, 



1995. Funded by Luce Foundation.
GRANTS, HONORS, AWARDS

Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Award for Vietnam. 2006-07.
Cornell University, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences:
· Southeast Asia Program Randy Barker Summer Thesis Write-up grant. 2009.
· Einaudi Center Travel Grant. 2005, 2007.
· Andrew W. Mellon Student Research Grant. 2007.
· Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship to study Vietnam. 2003-2005.
· Scholarship to attend Vietnam Advanced Summer Institute (VASI). Summer, 2004
· College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Excellence Fellowship. 2002-2003.
Yale University, School of Forestry & Environmental Studies (F&ES):
· Tropical Resource Institute Research Grant. 2000.
· Council on Southeast Asian Studies Research Grant. 2000. 

· John A. MacLean Endowed Scholarship. 2000-2001.
· F&ES and Council on Southeast Asian Studies joint Scholarship. 1999-2001.
PUBLICATIONS

Guest co-editor, special issue of Journal of Vietnamese Studies on Vietnamese borderlands. 


Includes paper, “Making the Northwest Vietnamese.” Forthcoming, 2011. 

Lentz, Christian C. “Mobilization and State Formation on a Frontier of Vietnam.” Journal of 


Peasant Studies. Accepted for revise and resubmit, 2010.
_____“Trưởng bản, Mountain Village Head,” in Figures of Modernity. Edited by Joshua Barker, 


Erik Harms, and Johan Lindquist. Honolulu: Univ. of Hawaii Press. Forthcoming, 2010.
_____. “Dancing in the Archives,” p. 68 in Overseas Research: A Practical Guide, 2nd edition. 
Edited by Christopher B. Barrett and Jeffrey W. Casson. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 2010.
_____. Review of Vietnam: A Natural History, edited by Jane Sterling, Martha Hurley, and

Le Duc Minh. Journal of Asian Studies 68(2): 671-673. May, 2009.
_____. Review of Inequality, Crisis, and Social Change: The Muted Worlds of Bali, edited 


by Thomas A. Reuter. Journal of Asian Studies 67(2): 745-747. May, 2008.
English Language Editorial Advisory Board. Guide to the Collections of National Archives 

Centre III, published by The State Records and Archives Department of Vietnam. 2006.
Lentz, Christian C. Review of Identity and Development: Tongan Culture, Agriculture, 

and the Perenniality of the Gift by Paul Van Der Grijp. Journal of Asian Studies 65(1): 227-229.February, 2006. 
_____. Review of Women and Households in Indonesia: Cultural Notions and Social Practices 

edited by Juliette Koning et al. Journal of Asian Studies 64(1): 252-54. February, 2005.
_____. “El Niño and economic crisis in rural Indonesia: A case study of collaboration in 

resource management problems.”  TRI News 20: 33-35. 2001.
INVITED LECTURES

“Labors of Revolution: counting, accounting, and recounting the Dien Bien Phu Campaign,” 
Research Triangle Seminar Series on History of the War, Military, and Society. Upcoming, September, 2010.
“Waving the Flag of Dien Bien Phu: State Formation in Modern Vietnam,” Council on Southeast 

Asian Studies, Yale University. December, 2007.

“Farmers, Fields, and Forests: Social and Environmental Change in Upland Vietnam,” Center for 

Agricultural Research and Ecological Studies, Hanoi University of Agriculture, Vietnam. 

March, 2006.
“Putting Impacts in their Place: Responses to Crisis in an Indonesian Society,” International 

Research Institute for Climate Prediction, Columbia University. April, 2005.

“Extraordinary Times in Sumba, Indonesia: Moral Economy, Crisis, and Subsistence,” Southeast 

Asia Program, Cornell University. March, 2005.

“Agricultural and other household-level strategies for coping with crop failure,” Management of 

Organic Inputs in Soils of the Tropics and Cornell Agroforestry Working Groups, Cornell
 University. October, 2003.


“Local Impacts of Global Proportions: Disturbance and Resilience among Smallholders in 

Eastern Indonesia,” Tropical Resource Institute, Yale University. March, 2001.

“Preliminary results from a field survey assessing impacts of El Nino drought in Sumba, 


Indonesia.” Center for International Forestry Research, Bogor, Indonesia. August, 2000.
CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS

“Militarizing Space: Locating Dien Bien Phu in Vietnam, Southeast Asia, or Elsewhere,” panel 

on Unsettling Territories in Southeast Asia, 50th Anniversary Celebration, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, University of Michigan. October, 2010.

“Mobilization and State Formation on a Frontier of Vietnam,” Comparative and Historical 

Sociology roundtable, American Sociological Association, Atlanta, GA. August, 2010.

“Making the Northwest Vietnamese,” Under Construction: Social, Political, and 

Commemorative Space in Vietnam, Harvard University. May, 2010.

Panel Organizer, “Hidden Histories and Submerged Stories from Northwest Vietnam.” Paper 

title, “Boundary-making on the borderlands in the early Democratic Republic.” Association for Asian Studies, Philadelphia, PA. March, 2010.

“From Village to Nation-state: Reordering the Field in Vietnam,” panel on Re-siting the Village, 

Revisiting “the Community,” American Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, PA. December 2009.

“Encounter, Mobilization, and Boundary-making on the Sino-Vietnamese Frontier, 1953-54,” 

panel on Sino-Vietnamese Border Spaces, Canadian Council on Southeast Asian Studies, Vancouver, BC. October, 2009.

“Abrams, the Study of States, and Historical Sociology,” panel on Revisiting Philip Abrams, 
American Sociological Association, San Francisco, CA. August, 2009

“Fields of Intervention: Agriculture and State-Society Relations in Revolutionary Vietnam,” 

panel on Labor and the State, American Sociological Association, Boston, MA. August, 
2008. Also served as panel presider.
“What Revolution? Calling for a king in Dien Bien Phu,” panel on “Zomia” as a Framework for 

Conceiving Scholarship on Upland Mainland Southeast Asia, Association for Asian Studies, Atlanta, GA. April, 2008.
“Autonomous Dien Bien Phu: State Formations along Vietnam’s Northwest Frontier,” 

dissertation workshop on States, Elites, Citizens, and Subjects, Association for Asian 

Studies, Atlanta, GA. April 2008.

“Kings, Cadres, and Commoners: New State Formations in Revolutionary Vietnam,” Graduate 

Student Conference in Historical Social Science, Binghamton University, April 2007.

“More thoughts on the research process in Vietnam,” Fulbright Enrichment Seminar, Dong Thap 

University, Vietnam. November 2006.

“Farmers, Fields, and Forests: Social and Environmental Change in Upland Vietnam,” 

dissertation workshop on Challenges of the Agrarian Transition in Southeast Asia, National University of Singapore. June-July, 2006.

“Seasons of Sorrow, Cycles of Change: Peasant Subsistence and Crisis in Upland Sumba, 


Indonesia,” East-West Center International Graduate Student Conference, University of 

Hawaii, Honolulu, HI. Feb, 2005.
Discussant, “Rethinking Soft Budget Constraints in Russia” by Caleb Southworth, Mellon-Sawyer 

Seminar at Cornell University: Integration at the Periphery. September, 2004.

“Living with Uncertainty and Coping with Calamity in Sumba, Indonesia,” Development 

Sociology Mini-Conference, Cornell University. September, 2004.
Discussant, panel on “Traffic, Power, and the State,” Southeast Asia Program Student 

Symposium, Cornell University. April, 2004.
Co-organizer and commentator, “Aceh and Papua: Human Rights and Prospects for Peace,” 

Southeast Asia Program outreach event, Cornell University. November, 2003.


Discussant, panel on “Looking Back, Moving Forward: Technologies of Recovery,” Southeast 

Asia Program Student Symposium, Cornell University. April, 2003.

Co-organizer, “Transformative Moments and Movements in SEA,” Southeast Asia Program 

Student Symposium, Cornell University. April, 2003.

“Collaborative research on resource management in Indonesia,” Agrarian Studies Graduate 

Student Conference, Yale University. April, 2001.
Discussant, “Democracy Against All Odds: Electoral Choice and Democratization in an Agrarian 

Society” by Leslie Anderson, Program in Agrarian Studies, Yale University. Oct., 2000.

“Natural Resources Decision-Making in Wanggameti: A Collaborative Research and Convening 

Process,” with Larry Fisher and Agus Mulyana, panel on Communities, Conflicts and Protected Forests in Nusa Tenggara, International Association for the Study of Common Property (now, IASC), Vancouver, BC. June, 1998. 

“Environmental Management in Gunung Mutis: A Case Study from Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia,” 

with Marthen Mallo and Michele Bowe, panel on Communities, Conflicts and Protected Forests in Nusa Tenggara, International Association for the Study of Common Property (now, IASC), Vancouver, BC. June, 1998. 

Facilitator, “Seminar and workshop on Wanggameti Forest,” Nusa Tenggara Upland 

Development Consortium (now, NTCDC), Waingapu, Sumba, Indonesia. July, 1997.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Duke University, Lecturer


“Methods of Social Research,” Sociology 132. Design and teach core course for undergraduate majors in Sociology. Discuss epistemologies and develop skills in quantitative, qualitative, and mixed-method approaches of social inquiry. Fall, 2010.

 “The Challenges of Development,” Sociology 126. Design and teach undergraduate course in theory and practice of international development; draws on diverse case studies and comparisons at multiple temporal and spatial scales. Spring, 2011.

Hanoi Agricultural University, Instructor

“English Language Research Skills for Agricultural Scientists.” Designed and taught 

5-week long course to build English language reading, writing, speaking, research, and presentation skills among university faculty in natural and social sciences. Spring, 2006.

Cornell Outdoor Education, Cornell University, Instructor

Designed and taught courses in mountain-biking, bicycle repair, nordic skiing, and telemark skiing. 1994-96.

GUEST LECTURES

“Archives as Source or Project? Strategies for Doctoral Research,” History 902, Prof. Jacquelyn 

Hall, UNC-Chapel Hill. January, 2009.

“The Vietnam War from a Vietnamese Perspective,” History 252, Prof. Katherine Mellen 

Charron, North Carolina State University. April, 2008; March 2010.
“On Biography and Objects in Sumba, Indonesia,” Art History 395, Prof. Kaja McGowan, 
Cornell University. March, 2005.

“Southeast Asian Customs, Peoples, and Places,” Cayuga Heights Elementary, 5th grade, teacher 
Rachel Sternquist. February, 2005.


“Shifting Cultivation in Southeast Asia,” Anthropology 365, Prof. Pam McElwee, Cornell 
University. March, 2004.

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, Duke University. 2007-present.
Round table co-organizer, American Sociological Association, Section on Political Economy of the World System (PEWS). 2010-2011.

Application Reviewer, Fulbright Program in Vietnam. Spring, 2006.

Evaluated applications by Vietnamese students and professionals interested in US-based graduate studies.  
Research Assistant, Prof. Shelley Feldman, Cornell University. Summer, 2005.
Investigated boundary-making and frontier-formation in South and Southeast Asia. Consulted primary and secondary materials including legal texts, theoretical works, and historical cases. Assisted in developing curriculum for graduate seminar on comparative epistemologies.

Research Assistant, Prof. Paul K. Gellert, Cornell University. Summer, 2003.

Explored corruption theoretically and empirically with special reference to international contexts. Consulted primary Indonesian-language sources and scholarly literature to investigate blurred boundaries between private interests and public realm at petty and grand scales.

 Research Assistant, Prof. Michael R. Dove, Yale U. 1999-2001.


Assisted with course development and document translation; supported efforts on search committees; contributed to research. Identified and located primary and secondary texts, catalogued and organized material, and assessed relevance of texts to research projects. 

UNIVERSITY ACTIVITIES

Co-chair, SEAP Graduate Student Committee, Cornell University. 2002-03; 2003-04.

Responsible for multiple program activities: to identify, invite, and introduce speakers for weekly seminar series; to organize annual graduate student symposium; to facilitate community outreach and occasional workshops.

Co-organizer, Polson Reading Group, Cornell University. 2003-2004.

Met several times a semester to read and critique key texts in sociology and kindred social science literatures. Included works by Pierre Bourdieu, Edward Said, Raymond Williams.

Co-founder, Social and Community Oriented Research (SCORE), Yale University. 1999-2001.
SCORE aimed to broaden F&ES curricullum to include applied social ecology. Organized workshops and trainings such as grant proposal writing, participatory research methods, preparing for field research, and conflict management.
Member, Student Council, Council on Southeast Asian Studies, Yale University. 1999-2001.

Aided director in selecting and inviting speakers to campus to lecture in seminar series.

Participant, Protected Area Management Working Group, Cornell University. 1996.

Forum for study of strategies and theoretical approaches to manage protected areas. 
RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

Project Consultant, Renewable Resources, Ltd. August, 2001.
Assessed socio-economic feasibility of community forestry project in Flores, Indonesia. Led a team of foresters to review certification, financing, growing, milling, and marketing of teak.

Researcher in Agrarian Economics, Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR). 2000.

Conducted collaborative research into impacts and responses to El Niño drought and economic shock among smallholder farmers in eastern Indonesia. Used survey and ethnographic methods. Worked with international, regional, and local organizations. 

Seminar Interpreter, United States Department of State. 1998 – present.
Guide and interpret (Indonesian-English; English-Indonesian) for distinguished participants in the International Visitor Program. Requires intensive and adaptive planning, fund management, and written evaluation. Work with national agencies, local partners, and multiple interlocutors.

Researcher, Cornell International Institute for Food and Agriculture Development. 1997.

Documented and participated in research efforts in protected areas of Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia. Guided by principles of community based resource management. Worked with teams to facilitate stakeholder coalition in upland watersheds and areas of biological diversity. 

Administrative supervisor, Cornell Program on Environmental Conflict Management. 1996.

Coordinated a semester-long seminar series with 14 speakers. Organized Training in Dispute Resolution. Edited drafts (in English and Indonesian) of papers for publication by colleagues.

Southeast Asia Assistant, Echols Collection on Southeast Asia, Cornell U. Library. 1996-97.

Augmented library’s collection in literature by NGOs. Corresponded in English & Indonesian.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS:

Association of Asian Studies, American Sociological Association

LANGUAGES:

Indonesian (spoken and written fluency); Vietnamese (spoken and written fluency); French (spoken proficiency; reading).
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